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For the University of Montana Chamber Chorale, Dr. David Edmonds, Conductor

Northwest Passage

Three Poetic Landscapes for SATB Chorus and Piano

3. The Prairie

John Hay (1838-1905) Z. Randall Stroope (b. 1953)
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Notes

Northwest Passage is a set of “poetic landscapes™ that reflects on three elements of the great Northwest of the
United States—-rivers, mountains, and prairies. Each sonic reflection (movement) combines to form a larger image, not
unlike someone standing on a vista and seeing rivers, mountains, and prairies—each distinct, but part of one vast expanse.

The work is scored for two versions: mixed chorus and piano, or mixed chorus, wind quintet, and string quartet.
The harmonic vocabulary of the work maintains an uncomplicated, transparent (“organic™) approach in describing nature.
The melodic vocabulary immediately pulls the listener’s eye to the image, and rhythm is used as the underlying spark that
is subtly ever changing and unpredictable. These three poetic landscapes should be performed without applause between
movements.

1. A Willow by the River | William Carlos Williams was a medical practitioner, pediatrician, and an avid writer.
He wrote short stories, novels, plays, critical essays and, of course, poetry. The subjects of his writing were often “local”
images. and he preferred to see the world “as it is,” without unnecessary trappings or “airs.” He was an important mentor to
many younger poets of his day. “Willow Poem” (4 Willow by the River) has no rhyme scheme but is comprised of fourteen
individual lines. The willow is the focus of the poem (by its title and content) and how it never changes but will always
“be.” The river represents, among other things, life quickly moving by and in a constant state of motion.

2. Mountains | Marjorie Seiffert (who often used the pseudonyms Elijah Hay or Angela Cypher) led an incredibly
full and balanced life. College introduced her to a world beyond her domestic and civic life and, as a result, she wanted
to experience self-empowerment and independence. She prided herself in being a spouse, mother and maintaining a full
slate of professional appearances and commissions for writing. Her poetry is vivid, keenly “visual.” and full of fast-paced,
tightly woven ideas. “Mountain trails” (Mountains) was written at Glacier Park, Montana in September 1917.

3. The Prairie | John Hay was an American statesman who was personal assistant to Abraham Lincoln. He also
served as U. S. Secretary of State and Ambassador to Great Britain. He was a cultivated man of letters and wrote poetry
which was straightforward in design and delivery. Nature was often the subject of his creative output.

—/.. Randall Stroope

Z.. Randall Stroope (b. 1953)
For biographical information about the composer, please visit his website.

WWW.ZI'Stroope.com
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